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grow up with camp

GROW, LEARN AND THRIVE AT CAMP!

Welcome to the comprehensive guide to all of our camp offerings. Summer is the
ideal time for kids to get outside and explore nature, make new friends, develop
new skills and make meaningful memories. The McGaw Y has long been a leader
in providing the best summer experiences for children, where the benefits of
camp transcend all ages.
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MULTI-GENERATIONAL FUN

Starting with the youngest campers entering Kindergarten, through our
middle-schoolers and teens, our camps offer recreational and educational
activities that inspire creativity, build confidence and embrace fun. Even
those 18 and older can enjoy camp alongside the next generation, as
employees or by attending our popular Family Camp.

GROW UP WITH CAMP!

DAY CAMP

METAMEDIA

K–6TH GRADE

6TH–8TH GRADE

OVERNIGHT CAMP
3RD–12TH GRADE

EMPLOYMENT
17+ YEARS

FAMILY CAMP
ALL AGES
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A DAY CAMPER

DAY CAMP
MEET THE DIRECTOR OF DAY CAMP

MORNING
BREAKFAST

GEORGE
WASHINGTON

Ever since his high school days, when he
volunteered at a local preschool, George
has followed a career path serving youth in
Evanston. At the Children’s Center he has been
a summer day camp counselor, after school
teacher, mentor, and basketball coach, all while
working as a teaching assistant for District 65.
He is the recipient of the McGaw Y’s Steven
King Professional Role Model Award.

DROP-OFF

CAMPTIVITIES!
AFTERNOON
LUNCH

KEY REGISTRATION DATES

MONDAY @ 7AM CST

2

NEW CAMPER: MCGAW Y MEMBERS
JANUARY

21

CAMPTIVITIES!

OPENS: JANUARY 2 @ 7AM CST | CLOSES: JANUARY 20
If your child is currently attending School’s Out or attended Day Camp
Summer 2018 they qualify for this priority.

OPENS: JANUARY 21 | CLOSES: SUMMER

If your child is currently a McGaw YMCA member or the child of an NU
affiliate they qualify for this priority.
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RETURNING CAMPER
JANUARY

END OF DAY
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NEW CAMPER: ALL
JANUARY

28
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OPENS: JANUARY 28 | CLOSES: SUMMER
If your camper is new to Day Camp and is not a McGaw YMCA member,
they qualify for the third phase of registration.

ORGANIZED
ACTIVITY STATIONS

EACH WEEK OFFERS SPECIALTY OUTINGS:

EARLY CHECK-IN
JUNE

1
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SATURDAY, JUNE 1

Bypass the lengthy line on the first day of camp by checking in with us on
this Saturday morning.

Visit www.mcgawymca.org/camps for more information.

BEACH DAYS

SWIM DAYS

Visit www.mcgawymca.org/camps for more information.

FIELD TRIPS
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CHILDREN’S CENTER

SPECIALTY DAY CAMPS

GRADE IN 2019 SCHOOL YEAR

GRADE IN 2019 SCHOOL YEAR

$600 M ($660 NM)

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
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SUMMER DAY CAMP

NATURE TREKKERS

June 10–August 9

A fun, exciting and safe community where kids explore the outdoors,
develop new skills, and build relationships that last a lifetime. We
promise unforgettable experiences that incorporate a wide variety
of choice-based “camptivities,” such as arts & crafts, sports, games,
drama, science, swimming, field trips and more.

June 10–June 21
July 8–July 19
In this earth-friendly camp, kids become specialists in natural history
with a focus on plants, animals and the environment. Immersed in
nature, they can connect with their inner naturalist through hands-on
experiential activities in local forest preserves and state parks.

Our traditional day camp is a flexible option for families. We know
that organizing summer schedules can be challenging, so we made
camp registration convenient: register for the full summer or go
week by week; extended hours are included. We will engage your
child in camp for as little or as long as you would like.

WEEKLY THEMES
1 | 6/10–14 Y SPIRIT WEEK
2 | 6/17–21 OLYMPICS
3 | 6/24–28 Y’S GOT TALENT
4 | 7/1–5

AMAZING ANIMALS

5 | 7/8–12

WIZARDS AT THE Y

6 | 7/15–19 MAD SCIENCE
7 | 7/ 22–26 SPLASHAPALOOZA
8 | 7/ 29–8/2 ARTFUL ANTICS
9 | 8/5–9
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THE ULTIMATE OUTDOOR ADVENTURE

MEMBER PERK!
MEMBERSHIP RATES
Members save on camp rates! Make sure to
register before May 1 to take advantage of
our early bird pricing. Plus, the more weeks
you register for, the more you save:
# OF WEEKS
1 Week
4 Weeks
6 Weeks
9 Weeks
Non-Member

BY MAY 1
$320
$290
$270
$260
$352

AFTER MAY 1
$345
$315
$295
$285
$377

June 24–July 5
July 22–August 2
Join us for this specialized day camp where kids experience
wilderness first hand. They will learn about outdoor cooking and fire
building, survival skills and orienteering, rock climbing, archery, and
more! Visits to local forest preserves and state parks will allow them
to appreciate the great outdoors on a whole new level.

Learn more about becoming a member of
the McGaw Y on page 15.

Y SPIRIT WEEK

Visit www.mcgawymca.org/camps for more information.

Visit www.mcgawymca.org/camps for more information.

Summer 2019 | 7

mcgaw ymca camp guide

metamedia

METAMEDIA

KEY REGISTRATION DATES

MEET THE DIRECTOR OF METAMEDIA

MIKE
ZANG

Michael has always been passionate about
making, building and exploring through STEM
concepts. Ever since he joined the MetaMedia
team in 2016, he has been devoted to
ensuring that any middle-schooler can develop
their own passions and creativity in a safe,
welcoming and inspirational space.

METAMEDIA
GRADE IN 2019 SCHOOL YEAR

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

METAMEDIA SUMMER EXPERIENCE / MSX

June 10–July 18
Invite Only
MSX is a hands-on learning experience where participants will
create an original invention. At the end of the summer, participants
will get to compete against fellow inventors for prizes in a ‘shark
tank’ style showcase!

OPEN STUDIO

APRIL

1

OPEN ENROLLMENT FOR
METAEXPLORERS
OPENS: APRIL 1

METAEXPLORERS

June 10–August 2
Makers will have the opportunity to register for two-week camp
sessions throughout the summer and learn skills in making, music
production, digital fabrication, and digital media. Only 30 spots
available each session.
Session 1: The Roots Vol. 3
June 10–21
Makers will further MetaMedia’s ongoing
investigation into urban gardening.
They will look at the technology and
strategy behind growing food in a city
environment, as well has the best ways
to go about eating it.

Session 2: Racing Robots
June 24–July 5
Battle Bots! Drone Racing! Robo Joust!
Over the course of two weeks, makers
will learn the basics of robotics through
their creation, coding, and applications.
This will be done through a series of
competitive challenges.

Session 3: The Tradeshow
July 8–19
Makers will sharpen their business
savvy through the creation and sale
of a variety of items using MetaMedia
resources. They will learn the basics
of economics as they create their
own goods, set their own prices, and
negotiate sales.

Session 4: Arcade Avenue
June 10–21
In two weeks, Maker’s will design
and create a mini arcade. Then they’ll
spend a solid amount of time giving it
a thorough test drive.

Summer Hours | 1–4pm
Youth from 6th to 8th grade take advantage of our space to interact
with high-level technology. Expert mentors involved in various
creative fields expose youth to our philosophy. We support youth
in all their interests and help them build a foundation for lifelong
intellectual, social, and emotional experimentation. There is no need
to enroll.
8 | Summer 2019

Visit www.mcgawymca.org/metamedia for more information.

Visit www.mcgawymca.org/metamedia for more information.
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OVERNIGHT CAMP
MEET THE DIRECTOR OF CAMP ECHO

BERNARD
ROCCA

Bernard started out at Camp Echo as a camper
in the mid-90s and has been a full-time staff
member since 2010. He is an Evanston native
with a love of nature and the outdoors. He is
passionate about making the camp experience
inclusive and accessible to all.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF AN
OVERNIGHT CAMPER
MORNING
BREAKFAST
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FLAG RAISING

WAKE-UP

CAMPTIVITIES!
KEY REGISTRATION DATES

AFTERNOON

RETURNING CAMPERS & SIBLINGS
MONDAY @ 12PM CST

NOVEMBER

26

OPENS: NOVEMBER 26 | CLOSES: NOVEMBER 29 @ 12PM CST
If your camper attended Camp Echo during Summers 2017 or 2018, they
qualify for this first phase of registration.

NEW CAMPER: MCGAW Y MEMBERS
DECEMBER

10

LUNCH

OPENS: DECEMBER 10 | CLOSES: DECEMBER 12 @ 12PM CST
If your camper is new to Camp Echo and has an active McGaw YMCA
membership, they qualify for the second phase of registration.

CABIN GROUP
ACTIVITIES
FUN SWIM &
WATER ACTIVITIES

SASKA
REST, READ, RECHARGE

END OF DAY

DINNER

NEW CAMPER: ALL
DECEMBER

17

JANUARY

7
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ALL CAMP
ACTIVITIES

OPENS: DECEMBER 17 | CLOSES: DECEMBER 19 @ 12PM CST
If your camper is new to Camp Echo and is not a McGaw YMCA member, they
qualify for the third phase of registration

OPEN ENROLLMENT

OPENS: JANUARY 7 @ 9AM CST | CLOSES: SUMMER

Visit www.mcgawymca.org/campecho for more information.

TWILIGHT FUN

FLAG LOWERING

Visit www.mcgawymca.org/campecho for more information.

BEDTIME
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CAMP ECHO

ADVENTURE TRIPS
GRADE IN 2019 SCHOOL YEAR

MAIN CAMP

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

GRADE IN 2019 SCHOOL YEAR

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Camp Echo is a place and experience that upholds a feeling of selfassurance, renewed belonging, and a sense of connection to nature,
friends and the greater community. For more than 90 years, campers
have enjoyed the wonders of summers away from home in an idyllic
setting—our incredible peninsula located in Fremont, Michigan. To
this day, the peninsula remains at the heart of our overnight camp
programming, where the spirit of camp thrives.
At Camp Echo, youth discover independence in a safe, inclusive
environment that emphasizes personal growth alongside strength
of community. Campers establish an understanding of group living,
where they embrace our values of caring, honesty, respect and
responsibility. They learn about leadership roles and the power of
togetherness while having fun, screen-free experiences that make
for lasting memories. Camp activities include swimming, sailing,
kayaking, archery, arts & crafts and more.
The spirit of Camp Echo may be cultivated at camp, but its positive
impact stays with campers throughout their lives.

12 | Summer 2019

overnight camp

Visit www.mcgawymca.org/campecho for more information.

Camp Echo’s Adventure trips take the experience of overnight camp
on the road and expose participants to a whole new environment:
kayaking among Lake Huron’s islands, backpacking through the
Upper Peninsula, and more.

ON-SITE TEENS
GRADE IN 2019 SCHOOL YEAR

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Camp Echo’s teen wilderness and teen leadership programs focus
on preparing participants to become successful leaders in the
camping environment and beyond. Teens work together to further
their understanding of what it means to lead and how to facilitate
successful groups of campers and peers as a counselor.

Visit www.mcgawymca.org/campecho for more information.
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FAMILY CAMP

WELCOME TO THE MCGAW YMCA!

ALL AGES
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND: May 24–27
WEEK 1: August 18–24
MINI-WEEK: August 25–29
LABOR DAY WEEKEND: August 30–September 2
Take a break from everyday routines, unplug and reconnect with
the whole family at Camp Echo. All ages are welcome to enjoy the
benefits of our overnight camp programming for a long weekend,
where everyone can make memories together. Live like a camper! Stay
in our cabins, swim in our lake and join together for family meals.
Activities are available for both adults and various youth age groups.
Embrace the spirit of camp and discover a whole new sense of
community, with your own family and others.

When you become a member of the McGaw Y, you become part of a special
community that values caring, honesty, respect and responsibility. We support
and encourage each other in a welcoming, inclusive environment and we help
promote growth in mind, body and spirit throughout Evanston.
Our members enjoy many perks, including significant summer savings, which
are highlighted throughout this camp guide. Not a member yet? Our doors are
always open, allowing you to stop by for a tour at your convenience.

START YOUR MEMBERSHIP
JOURNEY TODAY!
• IN PERSON at 1000 Grove Street
• ONLINE at www.mcgawymca.org
• VIA PHONE at 847-475-7400

MEMBER PERKS:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Priority program registration
Discounted rates on ALL programs
No contract to join
Memberships for all family types
FREE parking
Flexible payment structure
(monthly draft, semi-annually or annually)

• Fee assistance is available on all
membership types, based on income
and household size.
• Unlimited guest passes
• Hundreds of FREE group
fitness classes
• Up to 2 hours of FREE childcare
during your workout*
• Membership privileges at Ys
across the country

MEMBER PERK!
PRIORITY
REGISTRATION

*Family membership only

Camp Echo’s cause-driven
programming is one of our
most popular offerings!
Members get priority
access when registration
opens in December, before
open enrollment begins.

REGISTER NOW THROUGH JANUARY 7:
RETURNING FAMILIES, MCGAW MEMBERS, AND NON-MEMBERS
Now through January 7, we will be accepting applications for Family Camp. For more
information on this process, please visit www.mcgawymca.org/campecho.
14 | Summer 2019

Visit www.mcgawymca.org/campecho for more information.
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CAMP POLICIES & INFORMATION

Please use a separate form for each camper. Applications are accepted on a first
come, first serve basis. All applications must be completely filled out in order to
be processed. This includes the registration form with payment information.

MCGAW Y MEMBERSHIP

In order to receive member pricing for any of our camp offerings, your camper
must be a member of the McGaw Y at the time of registration through the end
of program.

DAY CAMP POLICIES
GENERAL POLICIES
• Day Camp registration requires a $25
deposit per camper per week. This deposit
is non-refundable and non-transferable.
Deposit payments are used towards
camp fees.

• Program fees are NOT refundable. Classes
missed due to weather, holidays, choice of
party, disruptive behavior may not be made
up, credited, or refunded.
• If you would like to make a change to your
camper’s registration, please submit the
Summer Day Camp Transfer/Withdrawal
Form to the Children’s Center. (Deposits are
non-refundable and non-transferable).

• Full payment for each session is due
as follows:
WEEKS 1 & 2: April 1st
WEEKS 3 & 4: April 15th
WEEKS 5 & 6: May 1st
WEEKS 7 & 8: May 15th
WEEK 9: June 1st

MULTI-CHILD DISCOUNT

• Payment must be received by the due dates.
If registering for a camp after the due date,
full payment is due immediately.

CAMPER REQUESTS

• Camper will not be allowed to start with
a balance due. After the final balance due
date, camp fees are not refundable.
• In order to provide a quality camp for
all participants, camp registrations for
any given week are due by 12 pm on the
Wednesday prior to that week, space
permitting.
• Wait lists are started when a camp session
is filled. There is no fee for a wait list
enrollment. If your child is offered a spot
in camp, the regular deposit will be due
immediately and/or full payment will be
assigned if the due date has passed.
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• Summer Day Camp families will receive a $25
discount for each week during which you
have more than one child registered. This
discount applies to the lowest fee.
• We will do our best to accommodate friend
requests based on availability. Campers must
be in the same grade. You may only request
one camper, and that camper must also
request you.

SPECIAL NEEDS
• We are fully committed to the participation
of all individuals in our programs and make
every effort to meet your child’s needs
based on our available resources.

SCHOLARSHIPS
• If you wish to apply for a scholarship, you
must include an application and your most
recent federal 1040 tax form. Families must
be McGaw Y members in order to qualify.

• Your scholarship will be processed at
the same time as registration. If we do
not receive your 1040 at the time of
registration, your scholarship will only be
applied towards future payments.
• You will receive separate notification by mail
about your scholarship award.
• If the scholarship award is not sufficient to
enable your camper to attend, we will refund
your deposit. You must notify us by the due
dates specified in your scholarship award
letter to be eligible for a refund of your
deposit.
• If you are approved for the Child Care
Assistance Program (CCAP), you must
include your approval letter with the
enrollment application to pay the reduced
$5 deposit per week.

BILLING & PAPERWORK
INFORMATION
• Children’s Complete paperwork packet will
be due on April 26th. Paperwork must be
complete for children to start camp. Parent
information packets and other informational
materials will be sent to the parent’s email
provided at the time of registration. Invoices
will be mailed two weeks prior to payment
due dates. All invoices will be mailed to
the camper’s address provided at the time
of registration. We are unable to send
mailings to multiple addresses. Your parent
information includes required state licensing
forms as well as information about camp
(what to bring, camp rules, etc.).

PARENT MANUALS/COMMUNICATION
• The parent manual and camp calendar/
schedule is available on our website.
• All of our communications will be done
through email. Please make sure we have
your most current email address on file.
• Parents receive an email before each week
of camp with a summary of what to expect.

CAMP ECHO POLICIES
WAITLISTS
• Many Camp Echo sessions fill very quickly
and we maintain waitlists for all programs.
Reserving a waitlist spot requires a $50
deposit or $25 for families applying for fee
assistance. If your child is on a waitlist and
you want to qualify for a refund of your
deposit, you must notify the Camp Echo
office when you are no longer interested in
having your child attend that session.
• If a camper withdraws from a program, we
contact the first person on the waitlist. If
we contact you about an opening and you
decline it, you forfeit your deposit. If we do
not offer you an opening and you remain
on the waitlist until the camp session
begins, your deposit is refunded within
three weeks of the start of that session.

FEE ASSISTANCE
• We provide an accessible experience to
all who would like to enjoy Camp Echo
by offering support through community
partnerships, donations and sliding–scale
fee assistance. To apply for fee assistance,
submit your most recent 1040 tax form.
The level of assistance offered is based
on your annual income and the number of
people in your household. To qualify for
sliding-scale fee assistance the camper
must be a member of the McGaw YMCA.
• We can provide families an estimation of
their camp fee over the phone, so that
a general idea of the cost of camp is
available. A confirmation of the level of
assistance will be officially communicated
via email once the required documentation
has been received and processed. If the
level of assistance is not enough and may
prevent your camper from attending camp,
please email echoinfo@mcgawymca.org to
discuss options for your family’s situation.
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR
COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY
McGaw is so much more than the programs in these pages.
Here, we give everyone a place where they belong, where they
can thrive.
The generosity of our supporters is what keeps our missionminded work going. It is only with your gifts that we can
continue to provide $2 million in fee assistance and free
programming that meets the needs of our community. Your
support allows our summer camps to be open and accessible
to all children, regardless of their background, creating an
inclusive, welcoming experience for all of Evanston’s youth.
Together we are making a difference and we are so grateful.
Thank you,

Jodi Wickersheimer
Chief Development, Marketing & Communications Officer

THANK YOU

TO OUR DONORS
JULY 1, 2017–AUGUST 31, 2018

VISIONARY / $100,000+

The Davee Foundation
Evanston/Skokie School District 65
Mary and Paul FinneganA
Peter and Marya FrankelA /
Frankel Family Foundation

Lewis-Sebring Family Foundation
Northwestern University
YMCA of the USA

CHAMPION / $50,000–$99,999+

Anonymous (2)
Martha Struthers Farley &
Donald C. Farley Family Foundation

United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
Woman’s Club of Evanston

LEADER / $25,000–$49,999+

Anonymous
Vickie and Tim BurkeA
Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice Foundation
Elizabeth Beidler Tisdahl Foundation
and Francis Beidler Foundation
Evanston Community Foundation
Finnegan Family Foundation
David and Mary Ann GrummanA

Dan and Kay IsraeliteA
Peter and Margaret MorrisA
Ted Muller Camp Scholarship Fund Inc.
Bart and Catherine RoccaA
LynnB and Jay Ryan
Thomas F. & Susan P. MoranA
Family Foundation

GRAND BENEFACTOR / $10,000–$24,999+

Contact Jodi at jodiw@mcgawymca.org
or 847-475-7400 x237 for
more information about giving.
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KEY
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Staff
Aiken-Talley Society
Board Member

Anonymous
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois
Camp Out For Kids
Ann and Russ CovodeA
Mary DolanB and Dave HaraczA
Bill and Beth GeigerA
Carolyn DeSwarte Gifford and
William GiffordBA
Doug and Linda HonnoldA
Kathy Tisdahl and Patrick HughesA
Dawn and John KoenigsknechtA
L & L Copeland Foundation

Laurel and Henry LatimerA
The Sonny Lindner FamilyA
Make It Better LLC
Lucinda Fox and John ManciniA
MetroSquash
Cathy and Tom OmundsonA
JohnB and Susie Pratt
Ms. Angela Elbert and Mr. Marc E. Rosenthal
Todd Smith and Marcia Friedl
Sarah and Mike WagnerA
Michael Walker and Anne MurdochA

Summer 2019 | 19

Evanston, IL

MCGAW YMCA
DAY CAMPS

Fremont, MI

MCGAW YMCA
CAMP ECHO

www.mcgawymca.org

1000 Grove Street
Evanston, IL 60201

MCGAW YMCA

