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CAMP ECHO COVID GUIDE 

 SUMMER 2022 
Updated May 10, 2022 

 

Camp Echo goals of safety, community, personal growth, and FUN! continue to be at the forefront of our 
planning. After two safe summers operating amidst the challenges of COVID-19, we are confident that 
we can again operate safely while loosening restrictions in line with guidance and support from the CDC, 
American Camp Association, as well as the state of Illinois and state of Michigan.  

The Camp Echo staff have learned a great deal during Summer 2020 and 2021 through ample 
experimentation in programming. Combining the best of Summers 2020 and 2021 with the nearly 100 
years of camp before COVID-19, we will be doing all we can to make Summer 2022 MAGICAL! 

We know we can operate safely, however we are operating with the assumption that COVID will be at 
camp this summer. We cannot guarantee a 100% COVID-19 free environment at Camp Echo and ask our 
families to do everything they can to protect themselves and others this summer. 

 

These guidelines could change, and this document outlines our protocols based on guidelines as 
of May 2022. 

- Pre-arrival testing 
- Pre-arrival form 
- Transportation to/from Camp Echo 
- Daily health screening 
- Masks 

- Disinfecting & cleaning 
- Hand washing 
- Ventilation of indoor spaces 
- Cohorting & Program Impact 

THANK YOU for your patience and understanding as we continue to navigate the challenging and ever-
changing realities of keeping campers safe this summer. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fdaily-life-coping%2Findex.html
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MASKS 

Campers and staff will be expected to wear masks on the buses to and from Camp Echo. While at Camp 
Echo, campers and staff will NOT be required to wear masks unless deemed necessary by staff. Some 
examples of times when campers will have to wear masks are outlined later in this document. 

Trip or teen participants will NOT be required to wear masks while in their vans with their individual 
group. 

Adventure trip participants WILL be required to wear masks while flying to North Cascades and on ferries 
for Isle Royale/Minnesota Canoe as deemed necessary by the guides based on the airflow and 
crowdedness of the ferries. 

Campers are welcome to wear masks at any time that they would like while at camp. 

 

PACKING 
We encourage campers to pack 3-5 masks for their time at camp, to ensure they have masks for the bus 
ride to/from camp and are prepared to wear masks if they aren’t feeling well. 
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PRE-ARRIVAL REQUIREMENTS & SCREENING FORM 
We are all in this together! The pre-camp behavior of our camp families before camp will contribute to 
our success during camp this summer. The pre-arrival form, which must be completed within 24 hours of 
the start of the session, will help us ensure that our campers and staff at camp are as healthy as 
possible at the start of our sessions. The following images show information that will be collected by the 
pre-arrival form.  

The pre-arrival will be turned on in CampInTouch at 9 AM CT the day before each session begins. (For 
instance, Session 1 begins on Sunday, June 12 and the pre-arrival form will be turned on at 9 AM CT on 
Saturday, June 11.) 

 
VACCINES 
Vaccine availability for campers and staff will help us stay safe this summer at camp. Camp Echo staff 
are required to be fully vaccinated. An employee is considered fully vaccinated two weeks after having all 
doses of a vaccine (2 doses of Pfizer or Moderna; 1 dose of Johnson & Johnson). Staff are encouraged to 
be up to date with booster shots.  

Campers are encouraged to get vaccinated and will be asked to share their vaccine information as shown 
below. 

Note: Campers participating in Georgian Bay Sea Kayaking adventure trip are required to be vaccinated to 
access Canada. 

 

VIRUS HISTORY 
Campers will be asked to share their history with testing positive for COVID-19. This information informs 
pre-arrival testing and any potential at-camp testing. Campers who have tested positive for COVID-19 
within 90 days of attending camp and are asymptomatic do not need to test before attending camp. 

 

https://mcgawymca.campintouch.com/v2/login/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
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PRE-ARRIVAL TEST & EXPOSURE 
Campers and staff are required to complete a rapid test the day of (Sunday), or day before (Saturday), 
arriving at camp. 

Camp Echo is working to secure free over-the-counter tests for families to use if necessary. These tests 
would be provided by the Illinios Department of Public Health. More information about accessing tests at 
the McGaw YMCA or Camp Echo will be communicated as soon as possible. 

Additionally, every home in the U.S. is eligible to order 2 sets of 4 free at-home tests via the CDC. Use 
the following link to order tests if you have not already: Order Free At-Home Tests. 

 

 
 
IMPACT OF POSITIVE TEST OR EXPOSURE PRIOR TO CAMP 
Anyone who selects “Yes” on the exposure question above or “Positive” on pre-arrival testing question 
will receive a follow-up call to finalize camper plan. The following outlines the expected impact of those 
responses based on CDC quarantine and isolation guidelines. 

In developing these protocols, we were faced with the reality that campers coming to Camp Echo cannot 
mask at all times due to the community living. It is not possible for a camper to sleep masked or to sleep 
in a space away from other campers. 

- If a camper tests positive for COVID-19, they cannot attend camp for 10 days. 
 

- If a camper has a close contact with someone who has COVID-19, they cannot attend Camp Echo for 
at least five days. After five days have passed, the camper can attend camp if they test negative with 
a COVID-19 PCR test. 

 

NON-COVID SYMPTOMS PRE-ARRIVAL 
If your camper is experiencing any viral symptoms (sore throat, runny nose, fever) prior to arrival, please 
let us know at echoinfo@mcgawymca.org or calling us at 231-924-7076, even if you are confident that 
it is not COVID-related.  

MCGAW YMCA TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 
As of May 8, 2022, there are no travel restrictions for participation in Camp Echo or McGaw YMCA 
programs. Campers are asked to use appropriate safety precautions if they are traveling from or through 
areas with high rates of COVID-19 immediately prior to attending camp. 

https://www.covid.gov/tests
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html
mailto:echoinfo@mcgawymca.org
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TRAVEL TO CAMP 
BUS DEPARTURES FROM MCGAW YMCA IN EVANSTON, IL 
All buses will leave at the same time from the McGaw YMCA. Families are asked to arrive at 8 AM and the 
buses will depart promptly at 9 AM. If families have not completed an at-home rapid test, they are asked 
to arrive at 7:30 AM to complete their test. 

To limit possible exposures at bus departures and arrivals, we ask families to limit the number 
of people that accompany campers to the McGaw YMCA. 

Bus Assignments 
Campers who choose to ride the bus to camp will be assigned to a bus based on age. Families may let us 
know if they’d like siblings to be assigned to the same bus. 

Medication Check-In 
Camper medication check-ins has historically been one of the biggest challenges on the morning of bus 
departures at the McGaw YMCA. In order to expedite the bus departure process on Sunday mornings, we 
moved medication check-ins several days earlier for Summer 2021. It was a great success! 

Medication check-in takes place at the McGaw YMCA the week prior to bus departure. We will send more 
details with dates and time for these check-ins. We know some families won’t be able to utilize these 
check-in times and will continue to have late medication check-in the morning of bus departure. 

This was a GREAT SUCCESS in Summer 2021. Thank you in advance for using this advanced med d 

Bus Capacities 
Buses will be operating at full capacity for Summer 2022. 

 

DROP OFF/PICK UP AT CAMP ECHO IN FREMONT, MI 
Families are welcome to drop their campers off at Camp Echo to start a session and pick them up at the 
end of the session.  

Drop-offs are asked to arrive between 2:00 and 2:30 PM ET. Adults who are dropping off their campers 
must stay with their campers in our drop-off area until the buses arrive because Camp Echo staff are in 
staff meetings during this time and unable to supervise early drop-offs. If you would like to tour camp 
with your camper, you may do so between 1:00 PM and 2:00 PM ET. 

Pick-ups are asked to arrive between 10:30 and 11:00 AM ET. Adults will be asked to stay in the pick-up 
area to wait for their campers. If you would like to tour camp with your camper, you may do so after the 
buses have departed at 11:00 AM ET. 

HEALTH PROTOCOLS AT CAMP 

DAILY HEALTH SCREENINGS 
Staff will check-in with campers each morning to evaluate their physical health. Any concerns will be 
shared with the physical health staff. 

CLINIC PROTOCOLS 
Health staff will examine campers and staff for non-COVID related needs outside or on the screen porch 
whenever possible. Medication distribution will also happen directly outside of the Klein Clinic. 
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IF A CAMPER TESTS POSITIVE FOR COVID-19 
If a camper becomes ill at camp, staff will evaluate the camper immediately. If symptoms are consistent 
with COVID-19 and unexplainable by common allergies, the camper will likely be tested for COVID-19 via 
rapid test. 

If a camper tests positive for COVID-19, they will be isolated to a cabin and need to be picked up 
immediately.  

In one-week sessions: All campers and staff in the cabin of the camper who tested positive will stay at 
camp and participate in activities as a group, which aligns with Camp Echo’s one week program model. 

In two-week sessions: We will determine the path forward based on the program, staffing, timing within 
the two weeks, and any other relevant factors at that time. The likely paths forward include the 
following. 

(a) Group quarantines and participates in activities as a group and wears masks if proximite to other 
groups in large group spaces. After five days, the group would be tested. If all tests are negative, 
campers in staff in group would return to general camp activities and be required to wear masks 
when with other groups. 

(b) Group continues with camp activities with individuals in group wearing masks any time they are in 
activities with campers from other cabins. Unvaccinated campers, who must quarantine based on 
CDC guidelines, would need to depart early to quarantine at home. After five days, the group 
would be tested. If all tests are negative, campers in staff in group would return to general camp 
activities and be required to wear masks when with other groups.   

 
IF A CAMPER IS ILL AND TESTS NEGATIVE FOR COVID-19 
If a camper is ill and tests negative for COVID-19, they will be treated accordingly by our health staff. 
For the health of our entire camp, any campers or staff who need to stay in the Klein Clinic will be 
required to wear a mask as much as possible when inside (not while eating, sleeping, bathing). 

We are concerned with all forms of infectious viruses or illness, including a fever, even if the camper gets 
a negative COVID test, campers who have not fully recovered after 24 hours in the Clinic will need 
to be picked up by their parents. 

Our protocols require any campers with a fever of 101 degrees or higher (oral temperature) to remain in 
our clinic until they have been fever-free for 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing medications 
such as Tylenol. If a camper’s fever has subsided after in less than 24 hours, but they are waiting for 
their fever-free period to be completed, they may remain at camp. If they still have a fever after 24 
hours, they will need to be picked up. 

 
ADVENTURE TRIPS 
Health protocols on our Adventure Trips are similar to those outlined above, adapted based on the 
environment. Let us know if you have specific questions about your trip! 

 
 


